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Giller Prize Winner Joseph Boyden Joins the Jury of 

 the Dominion Institute’s Canadian Aboriginal Writing Challenge
Toronto, January 6, 2009 – The Dominion Institute is pleased to announce that 2008 Scotiabank Giller Prize winner Joseph Boyden will act as a jury member for the fifth edition of its Canadian Aboriginal Writing Challenge.
Joseph Boyden’s novel, Through Black Spruce, was awarded the 15th Annual Scotiabank Giller Prize, one of Canada’s most prestigious literary awards. Drawing on his Metis roots, Boyden’s personal history is reflected throughout his work. Through Black Spruce is set around the Aboriginal communities of Northern Ontario. His previous novel, Three Day Road, won several awards, including the 2005 Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize, and tells the story of two Aboriginal soldiers serving in World War One. Boyden was previously a professor of Aboriginal programmes at Northern College in Moosonee, Ontario, and is currently the writer-in-residence at University of New Orleans. 
“Story-telling is at the heart of Aboriginal culture. The Canadian Aboriginal Writing Challenge is recognizing the next generation of great Aboriginal story-tellers,” said Joseph Boyden. “I look forward to reading the works of our young First Nations, Métis and Inuit writers. Their stories should be heard and their talents deserve to be celebrated.”  
“We are honoured to welcome Joseph Boyden to the Canadian Aboriginal Writing Challenge jury, now in its fifth edition. I know it will mean a great deal to the participants to know that he will be reading their words,” said Marc Chalifoux, Executive Director of The Dominion Institute. 
The Dominion Institute’s Canadian Aboriginal Writing Challenge, is an annual creative writing contest for Aboriginal youth that began in 2005.  The contest allows young First Nations, Métis and Inuit Canadians (14-18 and 19-29) to showcase their talents and tell their story.  Their work is judged by a panel of esteemed members of Canada’s Aboriginal community.  Boyden will be joined by other members of the jury and Contest Advisory Committee, including Senator Patrick Brazeau, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami President Mary Simon, actress Tantoo Cardinal and authors Tomson Highway and Drew Hayden Taylor. The top winners in each age group receive a $2,000 cash prize and have their story published in The Beaver- Canada’s History Magazine.  
The Dominion Institute is grateful for the continued support of lead sponsor Enbridge Inc. for its contribution to the Canadian Aboriginal Writing Challenge.  The Challenge also benefits from the support of TD Bank Financial Group, De Beers Canada Inc., Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, Canada Council for the Arts, and The Beaver: Canada's History Magazine. Its media sponsor is the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network (APTN).
The current contest deadline is March 31, 2009.  For rules and regulations, please visit:  www.our-story.ca. 
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